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SPEAKERS’ BIOGRAPHIES

Peter Luff 
MA FIPR MP
PERSONAL

Born 18th February 1955. Educated at Windsor Grammar School and Corpus Christi College, Cambridge, (MA in Economics). Awarded Fellowship of Institute of Public Relations 1998. Married (1982) to Julia. Two children (Rosie, 21and Oliver, 19).  Lives in Worcestershire.  Interests include theatre, railways, diving, shooting and photography.

CAREER SUMMARY
1977-1980 Research Assistant to Rt Hon Peter Walker MP, (now Lord Walker of Worcester) working on his general political work (speeches, publications and campaigns) as a backbench MP and latterly (on part-time basis) as Minister of Agriculture

1979 Worked in family retail stationery firm and remained company secretary for several years

1980-1982 Head of private office of Rt Hon (Sir) Edward Heath MP, working on the UK promotion of the Brandt report on international development and organising tours to the USA, Southern Africa and China and Japan

1982-1992 Career in corporate public relations and public affairs with Good Relations and Lowe Bell Communications, including position of MD of Good Relations Public Affairs and Assistant MD of Good Relations

1987 General Election Contested Holborn and St Pancras (MP - Frank Dobson)

1987-89 Seconded to office of Rt Hon Lord Young of Graffham, Secretary of State for Trade and Industry, as special (political) adviser, working on privatisation of Rover, the Enterprise Initiative and the Single Market campaign.

1992-1997 MP for Worcester; PPS to Tim Eggar (energy minister at DTI), to Lord Chancellor (working on divorce law reform) and Ann Widdecombe (prisons minister)  

1997 – to date MP for Mid Worcestershire; 1997- Feb 2000 Chairman of the Commons Agriculture Committee – the cross-party committee set up to monitor and examine all the activities of the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food. Major reports of the Committee include Food Safety, The Beef Industry, The Pig Industry, CAP reform, Flood and Coastal Defence, Badgers and Bovine Tuberculosis, Sea Fishing and the Marketing of Milk

Feb 2000 – July 2002 Opposition Whip initially with responsibility for Home Affairs and then for Health, Foreign Office and, subsequently, Treasury issues 

2001-2005 Chairman of Conservative Parliamentary Friends of India

July 2002 to June 2005 Assistant Chief Whip for Her Majesty’s Official Opposition

July 2005 to date Chairman of the Commons Trade and Industry Committee; enquiries completed include “Trade and Investment Relations with India”, “New Nuclear”, “Royal Mail Group” and “Local Energy; turning consumers into producers”.

Xin Chunying

Xin Chunying，Vice-minister of the Legislative Affairs Commission of the Standing Committee of the NPC. Law professor.

Xin Chunying graduated from China’s Ji-Lin University in 1978 and then from the Graduate School of the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences in 1981. After graduating, Xin Chunying worked as a researcher in the Institute of Law at the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences. Between 1984 and 1986 she was a visiting scholar at U.C Berkeley Law School in the United States, followed by Harvard Law School in 1992 and Yale Law School in 1999. 

Xin Chunying was elected to the National Peoples’ Congress and its Standing Committee in 2003, serving on the Law Committee and the Legislative Affairs Commission. She has been involved in many law making activities, including the amendment to the PRC’s Constitution in 2004. 

Lu Mai

Secretary General of China Development Research Foundation,
Lu Mai also holds the post of Senior Research Fellow of the Development Research Center of the State Council and has been acting in this role since 1995. 

He has extensive experience of rural reform in China. He was Director of Experimental Area Office for Rural Reform, Research Center for Rural Development of the State Council in late of 1980’s. After this, he studied at the Kennedy School of Government, Harvard University in the United States and worked in the Harvard Institute for International Development, government departments and as a Harvard University as Research Associate. From 1994 to 1995 he was senior research fellow in the China Business Center, Hong Kong Polytechnic University. He returned to Beijing in 1995 and has been working in the Development Research Center of the State Council since then. In Feb. 1998 he received special allowance awarded by the State Council for contribution to the development of social sciences in China.
As the Secretary General of the China Development Research Foundation, he has led and organized several important programs, including the China Development Forum, China Leadership Development Program, and the Public Budget Program. He is also the coordinator of the China Human Development Report 2005, collaborating with the UNDP.
Lu Mai obtained a Masters degree in Public Administration in 1991 from John F. Kennedy School of Government, Harvard University. In 1982 he received BA in Economics from Beijing College of Economics, Beijing, China.

Lu Mai has been a Member of the World Commission on the Social Dimensions of Globalization and the International Labor Organization since March 2002.  He is also a member of the PRC Ministry of Agricultures’ Science Committee.  He is Vice President of the China International Association for Development; and also Vice Chairman of China Association for Promoting International Cooperation in Agriculture. 
Lu Mai has been in charge of many important research projects and undertaken consultation and advisory work respectively for the New Zealand’s Government and international organizations such as the World Bank and the Asian Development Bank.

Theodore Zeldin
Theodore Zeldin is President of the Oxford Muse Foundation. After graduating from London University (Birkbeck College) at the age of 17, and then from Christ Church, Oxford (with Firsts from both), he helped to build up St Antony's College, Oxford as the university's postgraduate centre for international studies, and was its Dean for thirteen years. 

His books have focused on the role of the emotions in every aspect of life. His History of French Passions won Britain's top historical award, the Wolfson Prize, and was followed by the best-seller The French, dealing with contemporary society. He has been called "the most popular Englishman in France" (Le Point) and is frequently invited to speak on French radio and television, and to French business and public authorities. He was president of the Nord-Pas-de-Calais Planning Commission, adviser to the French Millennium Commission, and presenter of the Prime Minister's web site. He has been made a Commander of the Order of Arts and Letters of France and chosen as "the world's foremost authority on Frenchness" by Time Magazine.

His book on Happiness, his Intimate History of Humanity and his BBC lectures on Conversation marked the expansion of his research to all civilisations. His writings have been translated into 24 languages. He became a member of the BBC Brains Trust and made a Commander of the Order of the British Empire.

His project on The Future of Work inaugurated his attempt to develop a new model for business. Picked as an international thought leader by Fast Company USA, and as "one of Britain's leading intellects" by Management Today; he has been active in the executive leadership programmes of Templeton College Oxford, is an Associate Fellow of Oxford University’s Said Business School, a Professor honoris causa of HEC, the Paris Business School, and a Fellow of the World Economic Forum. 
He has been invited to address and advise top decision-makers in finance, law, medicine, IT, insurance, consulting, human resources, social security, transport, manufacturing, design, arts, entertainment, cosmetics, fashion, media, food and hotel industries, advertising, local authorities, government, and international organisations. The Independent on Sunday named him as one of the forty world figures whose ideas could have "a lasting relevance in the new millennium". 

In 2001 the Oxford Muse Foundation was established to develop his ideas, promoting innovative ways of improving personal, professional and intercultural relations. His recent publications have proposed a new approach to social exclusion and to higher education. 

He is a Patron of the National Academy of Writing and of the Oxford Food Symposium for the study of international gastronomy (of which he was the co-founder), a Member of the European Academy and a Fellow of the Royal Society of Literature. He has been on the Management Committee of the Society of Authors, a visiting professor at Harvard and the University of Southern California, and has lectured in 15 countries.  
He is married to Deirdre Wilson, the co-inventor of the Theory of Relevance. They live in an Art Deco House outside Oxford. His hobbies are painting, gardening and mending things.

Philip Dodd
Philip Dodd is an internationally recognised expert in the field of culture and creative industries, who has been described recently as a "visionary Briton" by the Australian newspaper, Herald Sun. He has won many awards, including an award as one of the top five UK creative entrepreneurs (Elle Deco '99) and as one of the top 50 UK design gurus (Design Week magazine 2007).

He has worked extensively with national and city governments in the field of creative industries. At present, he is contributing to the development of the DCMS’s creative industries strategy, is advisor to Beijing's Chaoyang District Government in the same field and is working with Shanghai as its senior consultant in its development of a major new digital festival. He has not only worked at a policy level with the creative industries but has set up practical support networks which have gained global attention. In 2000 in the UK, he set up The Club, which attracted 500 of London's top creative businesses. This initiative has been copied as far afield as Holland and Taiwan, where he worked with the former culture minister there to develop creative industries.

Philip Dodd was Director of London’s Institute of Contemporary Arts from 1997 – 2004, which was described by the Prime Minister, Tony Blair, as having an ‘unparalleled reputation for innovation and new ideas’. There he worked extensively with architects, curating exhibitions for Rem Koolhaas and Zaha Hadid, among others.
He was one of the first cultural figures in Britain to recognise the emerging importance of China, taking the ICA to Beijing and Shanghai in 1998, to complement the first visit to China of Tony Blair, and hosting a major Beijing arts and culture season at the ICA in 1999. He left the ICA at the end of 2004 to become co-founder and Chairman of ‘Made In China’ an agency to develop cultural, educational and commercial projects between the UK and China. He is creative director of China Now, a UK-wide festival devoted to China which will take place in 2008, was co-director of CHINA@Manchester which took place autumn 2006 and was consultant to the State of Design in Melbourne, Australia.

He has written many books, from studies of art and value through two ground-breaking accounts of national identity, has contributed to many magazines and newspapers and written catalogue essays for many institutions including the Tate. He is an award-winning broadcaster for the BBC, has been the editor of the award-winning cinema magazine Sight and Sound and deputy editor of the political/cultural magazine the New Statesman. 

Jeanne-Marie Gescher

Founder

[image: image2.emf]
Jeanne-Marie Gescher is acknowledged as one of the leading thinkers on China and emerging market dynamics; she is founder of the private advisory firm cga, and of the sustainable china forum. Through cga and in her personal capacity, she is advisor to business, social and policy leaders around the world.

In 1993, Jeanne-Marie founded cga, a private advisory firm, focused on some of China’s most complex industries and issues; since 2002, cga has been supported by its own think-tank.

Living in Beijing since 1989, Jeanne-Marie has been actively involved in the build-out of major PRC policy initiatives, from stock markets and SOE reform in the early 1990s to the regulatory change necessary to anchor reform, facilitate WTO accession and build China’s private enterprise and knowledge economies. During this period, she has been closely involved as a professional advisor in almost all of the PRC’s emerging industries from capital markets to internet technology, education, media and communications where change (often delivered by cga clients) has been significant in the shaping of contemporary China.

As founder of cga, Jeanne-Marie’s work in the broadcast, internet and content sectors, helped to shape the development of China’s digital and creative industries. Jeanne-Marie’s focus on the wider spectrum of the investment challenge (including the social, human and environmental equation) has supported some of China’s largest and most successful global investors, from digital communications to healthcare and natural resources, in aligning business strategy with policy fundamentals. Jeanne-Marie’s focus on ‘white space’ and ‘disruptive’ business challenges have enabled some of the world’s leading businesses to explore the potential for creative business initiative in the emerging markets.

As founder of the sustainable china forum, Jeanne-Marie has provided business, policy and social leaders with ‘wide-spectrum’ and ‘qualitative’ insights into complex but critical challenges in the underlying social economy. The sustainable china forum’s report on China Rural has been used by leading global investors to drive scenario planning, business strategy and policy alignment. Urban China, the most recent report of the sustainable china forum, is widely recognized as a landmark in understanding urban challenge and opportunity.

In addition to a range of advisory relationships to leading CEOs, policy makers, and institutions, Jeanne-Marie has been Honorary Legal Advisor to successive British Ambassadors to the PRC; in 1998, she was elected chair of the British Chamber of Commerce in China. Jeanne-Marie is an advisor to the UK FCO’s Wilton Park, the China Policy Institute and the Beijing based Centre for the Future; she is an advisor to the Young Foundation, a member of the faculty of Sustainability and a member of the advisory board of Leaders Quest.

In 2001, Jeanne-Marie was awarded an OBE in recognition of her work in building dialogue between Britain and China. An English barrister, Jeanne-Marie has lived in Beijing since 1989, prior to which she lived extensively in India, Rome, and London. Jeanne-Marie’s early career included work with IFAD (including advisory work in India, Bangladesh and China), the competition directorate of the European Commission, and Clifford Chance.

Mike Gregory
Professor Mike Gregory CBE is Head of the Manufacturing and Management Division of Cambridge University’s Department of Engineering. 
Professor Gregory’s early career was in industry. He led the team appointed to set up the successful Manufacturing Engineering programme at Cambridge, distinctive for its strong industrial engagement and balance of engineering, management and economics. 
Professor Gregory has led the Cambridge Institute for Manufacturing (IfM) since its inception in 1998. Under his direction, IfM has grown to more than 200 staff, researchers and postgraduate students with internationally recognised activities in manufacturing strategy, technology management, international manufacturing, distributed automation and production processes. 
Professor Gregory has served on a range of public bodies and is currently a member of the DTI’s Manufacturing Forum and the Executive Committee of the ESRC Advanced Institute of Management. He is also Chairman of the UK Manufacturing Professors Forum.

Alan Knight 

PhD OBE

Alan Knight has 15 years experience of understanding the impact and opportunities CSR and sustainable development provide to global retail. He is the founder of Single Planet Living Limited, a company that offers advice on Sustainable Development. 
He works with top level management and policy makers involved in the global retail and consumer products arena to help them develop the confidence, tools and inspiration to embed Sustainable Development within their corporate strategies product range and brand.  He is currently the Independent Sustainable Development Advisor to SABMiller, Wyevale Garden Centres and Fortnum and Mason. He is the Political Editor of Organic Life and is director of the Forest Stewardship Council. 
He serves on the UK Sustainable Development Commission, chairs DEFRA’s Food Industry Ethical Trading Champions Group and DTI’s Retail Innovation and Sustainability Group. He sits on the technical advisory panel for Duchy Originals, is a fellow WWF UK and visiting professor at Southampton University.

For two years he was SABMiller’s Head of Corporate Accountability (the world’s second largest brewery).  He joined in December 2004 and was responsible for creating a group wide framework for sustainable development. This included issues as diverse as water and climate change to HIV and the issues associated with small scale farmers. 
From 2000 to 2004 he served as Head of CSR for Kingfisher and between 1990 and 2000 as Head of Sustainable Development at B&Q, the UK's market leader in home improvement and part of the Kingfisher Group. He was responsible for pioneering work on embedding SD and ethics into their global supply including contributing to the creation of the Forest Stewardship Council.

He co-chaired the UK Government's Roundtable on Sustainable Consumption; he has just started his third term on the UK Sustainable Development Commission and was for six years chair of the Government's Advisory Committee on Consumer Products and the Environment (ACCPE).  
He was awarded the OBE in June 1998 for services to environmental audit in business and in 2005 received a life long award from the US based Rainforest Alliance for his contribution to findings solutions to rainforest destruction caused by timber industry. 

David Willetts 
MP

David Willetts is Shadow Secretary of State for Education and Skills  and has been the Member of Parliament for Havant since 1992.   He was Shadow Secretary of State for Work and Pensions from 2001-2005 and   has worked at HM Treasury, and the Number 10 Policy Unit.  He served as Paymaster General in the last Conservative Government.    

He is a Visiting Fellow at Nuffield College, Oxford, a Governor of the Ditchley Foundation and a member of the Council of the Institute for Fiscal Studies. He is Senior Adviser to Punter Southall, actuaries.   David has written widely on economic and social policy.  

Francesco Garzarelli

Francesco Garzarelli is Chief Interest Rate Strategist and co-heads the Macro & Markets research team out of London. 
Francesco joined Goldman Sachs in 1993 as a consultant to the Italian government bond trading desk. He moved to a full-time role within the Economics Department in 1995, covering Italy and other southern European economies. 
Since 1998 Francesco has concentrated his focus on the rate and credit markets globally. He became Managing Director in 2005. 
Francesco holds a MSc in Finance from the London Business School. He is a graduate of Bocconi University in Milan, and has studied at the Hochschule St.Gallen and Stanford University. He lives in London with his wife Elena and their two children, Carlo Maria and Elisa.

Alderman Sir David Brewer 
CMG
David Brewer was Lord Mayor of The City of London for the year 2005 – 2006.

His career has been in insurance broking and he is now Non- Executive Vice Chairman of Marsh UK. Whilst with Sedgwick (subsequently purchased by Marsh) he opened their offices in Japan in 1976, in China, in 1981 and India in 1986.  At various time he was chairman of Sedgwick Insurance and Risk Management Consultants (China) Ltd, Sedgwick Japan Ltd and Sedgwick Far East Ltd.

He is a Fellow of the Chartered Insurance Institute (F.C.I.I.).

He is Senior Consultant Asia for International Financial Services London, and is a Board Member and Honorary Treasurer of the China-Britain Business Council.  He is also a ‘Think London’ International Envoy for London.

Kerry Brown

Kerry Brown is Director of Strategic China Ltd, and an Associate Fellow on the Asia Programme at Chatham House, where he chairs the China Discussion Group. He is a committee member of the British Association of Chinese Studies, and the Executive Committee of the Westminster Hearings on China. He is also an Associate of the Nottingham University China Policy Centre, a Fellow of the Royal Society of Arts, and a Visiting Fellow at the London School of Economics. 

Dr Brown was educated at Cambridge, and first visited China while based in Japan in 1990. He completed a post graduate diploma in Mandarin Chinese in 1994, and lived in Inner Mongolia, China from 1994 to 1996. After two years working in a business trading with China, he joined the Foreign Office, working in the China Section in London, and then as First Secretary at the British Embassy, Beijing. He also worked as Head of the Indonesia and East Timor Section during the peace treaty negotiations in Aceh, and the Tsunami Disaster. 

Dr Brown completed a Ph D at Leeds University in 2004, published last year as part of the Global Oriental Cambridge University Inner Asian Studies Series. He is the author of `Struggling Giant: China in the 21st Century’ (Anthem Press, forthcoming) and is currently working on a study of Chinese inward and outward investment flows for Chandos Press, to be published in 2008. He has published articles on China and Asia in The Far East Economic Review, China Review, Critical Asian Studies, International Affairs, The Liberal, China Journal, The Journal of the Royal Society of Asian Affairs, and The PN Review. He has also commented on China and North Korea for Sky TV, BBC Four, Five Live, Bloomberg, CNBC, and others. He 
Stuart E. Smalley
Stuart has held senior NHS posts for over 25 years.

From 1996 to 2001, he held the post of Chief Executive at a regional specialist university hospital in Manchester where he had a major responsibility of developing a £350m PFI scheme, one of the largest PFI’s outside London.

Other posts have included – Chief Executive, North Lincolnshire Hospitals and Chief Officer posts in Derby, Cornwall and Scarborough.

He also worked in Huddersfield and Leeds University Hospitals and also commissioned and managed a military hospital in Saudi Arabia.

Stuart holds a Masters Degree in healthcare management and is a Fellow of the Institute of Healthcare Management, and was recently awarded Companionship status.  He is also a Fellow of the Chartered Managers Institute.

A former National Council Member and Chair of the North West Council of the Institute of Healthcare Management, he was for many years an examiner for the Institute’s qualifications.

Stuart has a particular interest in service reconfiguration and has published and presented papers at many national and international conferences.  He has also produced a range of articles in several countries on healthcare issues.

In 2001, Stuart joined the Department of Health and is now Head of International Developments for DH International managing the interface of the international community, the NHS and British healthcare industry.  He also co-chaired the International Working Group which contributed to the publication “Better health through partnership” which was developed by the Healthcare Industries Task Force.

Robert Court

Vice President , Government Affairs – International

GlaxoSmithKline
Robert Court is Vice President Government Affairs International with GlaxoSmithKline, one of the world’s leading research-based pharmaceuticals companies.  His role covers 116 markets across the world.

Before joining GSK in January 2005, Robert spent most of his career as a member of the British Diplomatic Service.  As well as time spent at the Foreign and Commonwealth Office in London, this included postings to Bangkok and Brussels (both NATO and the EU).  Robert’s last diplomatic assignment, from 2001 to 2005, was as Deputy High Commissioner in Canberra, Australia.

Between diplomatic postings, Robert had one previous spell in business, between 1996 and 2001, when he worked for Rio Tinto, one of the world’s largest diversified mining and minerals companies.  He had a number of assignments, including a major international collaborative project on sustainable development.

Robert is a UK national.  He has an MA from Cambridge University in Modern Languages.  His interests include travel, languages, opera and scuba-diving.

Robert is married to Rebecca.  They have four children

Dr Ran Tao
Ran Tao joined the Institute for Chinese Studies as the Shaw Research Fellow in the Economy of China in October 2003. His research focuses on rural governance, local public finance and decentralization in China. He also has strong interests in the theoretical and empirical analysis of economic transition, development and government regulation, with a focus on China. 

 

Prior to joining the institute, Ran was a research fellow at the Centre for Chinese Agricultural Policy (CCAP) at the Chinese Academy of Sciences in Beijing. He is working on two research projects on rural governance and local public finance in China funded by the Ford Foundation and by the National Science Foundation in China. His publications with coauthors include: “The Problem of Taxing Farmers In China” (forthcoming in Agricultural Economics 2004); “An Empirical Analysis of China’s State-Owned Forests” (forthcoming in Forest Policy and Economics 2004), one book chapter on “China’s Labour Market Performances and Challenges” (forthcoming in the IMF Occasional Papers, 2004) and another book chapter on “Decentralization and Local Governance in the Context of China’s Transition”. He also published a number of academic papers on journals based on China such as Chinese Social Sciences, Chinese Social Science Review, Journal of Economic Research, Journal of Population Sciences, Journal of Land Sciences , and China and World Economy both in Chinese and English. He is now working on several papers on 'Rural Taxation and Government Regulation', 'Distorted Financial Development and Urban-rural Income Disparity in China', 'Evaluation of the Sloped Land Conversion Program'. 

 

Ran Tao obtained his Ph.D. from the Department of Economics at the University of Chicago in December, 2002. He graduated with his BS (1993) and MS (1996) from Lanzhou University and Peking University respectively. He taught courses on Economic Development for undergraduate and graduate students at the China Centre for Economic Research (CCER) at Peking University in 2000-2001. He also worked as a part-time research economist at the IMF Representative Office in China from 2000 to 2002.   

 

He is a fellow of Corpus Christi College, Oxford.    
MALINI MEHRA
Malini is the founder & director of the Centre for Social Markets (India/UK), a non-profit promoting corporate responsibility, civic engagement and leadership. CSM’s primary constituencies are diaspora communities such as overseas Indians and Chinese, and indigenous industry and stakeholders in developing countries.

Malini and CSM were recently featured on CNN’s Principal Voices documentary debate series on the ‘Collaborative Corporation’ (www.cnn.com/principalvoices) in association with TIME, FORTUNE and SHELL. She was also profiled in the ‘Person of the Year 2006’ end of the year issues of TIME and FORTUNE magazine. 

In February 2007, Malini was named an Asia 21 Young Leader by the United States’ prestigious Asia Society.

Malini has recently returned to CSM after serving at the UK government’s Department for the Environment, Food & Rural Affairs (Defra) where she led for the government on its international sustainable development partnerships. 

While at Defra, Malini conceived and established the UK’s Sustainable Development Dialogues (SDDs) with emerging markets: a pioneering, cross-governmental initiative with five of the world’s leading powers – China, India, Brazil, South Africa and Mexico. The SDDs place sustainability at the heart of the government’s bilateral relationships, and are acknowledged as one of the government’s most far-sighted and imaginative international initiatives.

A political scientist & gender specialist by training, Malini has degrees from the Institute of Development Studies (Univ. of Sussex) and Smith College (USA). She has worked as an activist, adviser, entrepreneur, policy maker, author, analyst and trainer on sustainable development and human rights issues for more than 20 years with a range of social movements and international organizations (including Oxfam, Friends of the Earth International, United Nations Development Programme, etc).

In 2003/4, she served as an Advisor to Kofi Annan on his High Level Panel of Eminent Persons on UN-Civil Society Relations chaired by President Cardoso of Brazil. Presently she serves on advisory boards and councils including UNILEVER; the world’s largest natural resource company, BHP Billiton; and think-tanks such as SustainAbility, AccountAbility, International Center for Corporate Accountability, Rugmark, European Partners for the Environment, Ankur Kala, etc. She is a Fellow of the Royal Society for Arts, Commerce and Manufactures (RSA), the Remarque Foundation and the British-American Project. 

Malini served as writer & advisor on the United Nations’s Human Development Reports 2002 and 2000 on democracy and human rights respectively. Her publications include Who’s Who in CSR in India: A Resource Guide (2006), Human Rights and Economic Globalisation: Directions for the WTO (1999) and Sustainable Development for Local Authorities (1997).

An Indian citizen, Malini has lived and worked in America, Europe and Asia. She speaks six languages, is married with two children and presently splits her time between the UK and India.         
